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The RCPA Manual for the Use and Interpretation 
Of Pathology  Tests –Pathology  requesting and 
decision support sy stems.  

Catherine Sheehan

Decision Support Systems and pathology

•What types of DSS are relevant to pathology?
•Who are the users of this information?
•What is the RCPA doing to address this?
•What are the features of the next version of the Manual
for the use and interpretation of pathology  tests?
•What about integration with medical software?
•What other features are needed?

What types of DSS are relevant to pathology?

Requesting
doctor Pathologist

consumer

Who are the users of this information?

The target audience for the RCPA Manual 
web site and PD A Channels is seen as:

• Australian General Practiti oners.
• Australian hospital based medical prac titioners.
• Health consumers who want to find out mor e
about Pathol ogy i ncluding specific clinical 
problems and their tests .

•What is the RCPA doing to address this?

•Manual for the Use and Interpr etation of Pathology Tests was created. 
The Manual has been through sever al generations and the present 
version is a ser ies of docum ents with html links. 
It is available via the RCPA website, and as a CD rom. 

•In keeping with the Feder al and State Health Departments move to
electron ic health records, the growing use of medic al desktop software
and a recognition of the need for evidenc e based medic ine and 

decision support systems the Manual is being updated to a format
more in keeping with these developments. 

What are the features of the next version of the Manual
for the use and interpretation of pathology  tests?

T he M anual inform at ion has now been const ructed within a content m anagem ent 
system (CM S) and is housed in a SQL server. Having the M anual contained in a CMS 
with the presentat ion technology separate allows for cont inued updat ing of  both the 
content  and the technology. T his is using a standard approach to CMS and website 
const ruct ion.  

The info rmatio n in the M anu al is su pervised and  ed ited b y an ed ito rial  
co mmittee that includ es patho lo gists fro m all  d iscipl ines. 

The Au stral ian Requ est Cod e Set (ARCS) is connected to the pathology tests in the 
m anual  using tables in a database st ructure with a join table to connect the ARCS to 
the M anual tests.
It  will use a m any-to-m any relat ionship so that where necessary one code can be 

connected to m any test  or m any to one. T here is also scope for inclusion of  addit ional 
f ields.
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Abo ut the M anu al
T his uses a m ult iple art ic le lis t page to display sub-sect ions under “about  the M anual”.
Each sub-sect ion is highlighted with a short descript ion and an internal link to m ore 

inform at ion on that  topic.  

 

•What about integration with medical software?

No method for integration has  been decided upon 
or detailed. This has been put of f till specific 
integration requirements  become apparent or 
until a group such as this one agrees upon
standards.

As yet no integration capabilities exist  for the Manual.

What features are needed?

Infor mati on needs to be presented in a format 

•To hel p you make a decision
•for Interpretation of results  
•that aids Pati ent Management
•that provides Infor mati on about testi ng

Several algorithms for clinical probl ems are 
being developed pr esentl y. 
The first algorithms being devel oped are for 
osteopenia, lipids and chronic fatigue. 


