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ebXML : Where are we?

UNITED NATIONS CENTRE FOR TRADE FACILITATION AND ELECTRONIC BUSINESS
Under the auspices of United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

The  ebXML Initiative
• Objective:

To produce an  open, interoperable, 
industrial strength, framework for eBusiness Web 
Services which will measurably benefit developed, 
transition, and developing economies, and their 
enterprises - irrespective of the size of the 
enterprise

• Founders: UN/CEFACT & OASIS
(OASIS: The Organisation for  the Advancement of  

Structured Information  Standards  www. oasis-
open.org)

What were ebXML
Objectives?

• Enabling SMEs and markets in transition
• Facilitating global trade
• Lowering the cost and complexity of electronic

business
• Complementing and extending current EC/EDI

investment
• Expanding electronic business to new and

existing
trading partners

• Converging current and emerging XML efforts
ensuring inter-operability

Requirements
Group

User Community
Business and Technical

Requirements

Q
ua

lit
y 

an
d 

Re
vi

ew

Steering
Committee

ebXML
Work Group

Marketing, 
Awareness &

Education

Technical
Implementation

Cascading
Levels of

Detail

Requirements

Proof-of-
Concept
Demos

Business 
Process

Core 
Components

Registry
& Repository

Trading
Partner

Transport
Routing and
Packaging

Technical
Architecture

ebXML Project Teams
UN/CEFACT and OASIS

ebXML
Memorandum of Understanding

Signed 11 May 2001

UN/CEFACT will take on the Business Process models and 
Core Components

OASIS will take on the Transport, Routing and Packaging, 
Registry and Repository, Collaboration, Security and 
Conformance activities

View agreement on www.ebXML.org
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ebXML Model
UN/CEFACT Structure

Trade and Business Procedures Group

Applied Technologies Group

Information Content Group

Techniques and Methodologies Group

Legal Group

Trade and Business Procedures Group
- SubWorking Groups

TBG1    - Supply Chain

TBG3    - Transport

TBG5    - Finance
-------------------
TBG10   - Healthcare (Chaired by Frans von
Bommel of Netherlands)

UN/CEFACT Major Work Items

Core Components Library

Harmonisation

Business Process Modelling

Review of UNTDED (UN Trade Data 
Elements Directory)
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