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Introduction

Thisis areport of my involvement inthe HL7 Working Group M eeting heldin San
Antonio T exas between the 12" and 17" of January 2003 and at theassociated
|SO-T G215 Working Group 2 megingwhee| was an observer.

My travel and accommodation expenses weresupported by HL7 Austrdia, as the
nominee of SA-IT-14-6-5, under an arangement withthe Commonwealth Department of

Hedth and Ageing Qudity Use of Pathology Program (QUPP). Michael Leggad
Associateshoweve, was theprindpa soonsor of this trip coveringthetime involved.

Despite 7 years involvement in HL7 standards development this was my firg attendance
a the USWorkingGroup meeting. It was, however, not the firg timethat a
representative supported by QURP hasparticipated.

Thisreport is intended to fulfil therequirements of thetravel grant guidelines of HL7
Audrdiatoreport onthe meeting within 6 weeks of return includingtransferring
informationto the gopropriate Sandards Augrdiaworking groups.

Aninterimreport was digributedto the HL7 list January 16.T his fina repart will be
presentedto medings of HL7 AustrdiaM ach 5, to SA-I1T-14-6 February 18,
SA-IT-14-6-5M arch 7, and DoHA Pathdogy Saction February 27.

Scope of Particpation

TheHL7 Working Graup medingincluded 30 Technica Committeesand Specia
Inteest Graupsand 20 ather meetings The progran and descriptions o the puposeof
each group togethe with the agendas can be found at

http://www.hl7.orgevent s/sanantonio012003/index. asp




Reflecting the activity in pathology informetics in Austrdial paticipaed in the
following HL7 Technicd Committeesand Speciad Interes Groups:

Orders and Observations (OO) TC

M oddlling and M ethodology TC

Vocbulary TC

Automated Laboratory and Poirt-of-Care Testing S G and

Clinica Gudelines SG

Elearonic Headth Records

| was dso amembe of theAustraian teamat thelnternaiona Affiliates M eeting,
attended the HIM SSdemongration, observed & the 1O TC-215WG2 meeting and
attended tutarials on LOINC and SNOM ED.

Outcomes of Meeting

M udh of thetime of the OO T C wastaken up with resolving ballot responsesto v2.5. In
the end it was felt there wae no ramaining substantia issues (here or in other working
groups) that could not be resolved by dialogue with thosethat weren't adeto attendthe
working group meding Because of this it was expected that v2.5would bepublished
within the next couple of nonths.

Relevant to Austrdia Pathology and the issue that we havehad with the routing of
pathology reports to an indvidua withinan institution, version 2.5 resdves tha M SH-23
and M SH-24 be used for receiving and sending or ganisation responsible for action

(takingit up to 3 sending and 3recaving identifiers). M SH-23 would beused for the
spedfic receivingpraditioner. The path forward will be to specify thisintheV2.3.1 Aus

gandard and user gude despite not being part of v2.3.1.

Little progress was made on M icrabiology this meeting owingtothe non-attendance of
twoprime movers in the Microbidogy discussiors.

LOINC hasreleasad version 2.08 whi ch featuresmore "batteries” but is still somewvhat
immeture and incomplete for ordaing. It was nated in the meetingthat LOINC are
moving toward implementing hierarchiesand tha there will be more generic codes

introduced. Segment 6 (the method) is now optiona and should only be specified where
it isclinicaly reevant. Itwill takeayear for thechanges to appear.

There has been an undertaking to provide and a keen interest toreceive the ouput of the
Audraian work onregques and report codes and the web sit usad for thar maintenance.

Theaeisevay indiction that an dl of country dedl has been done between SNOM ED
andthe USGovernment. The offiaal announcement awats thevoting of funds from
Congress.

On o the ather meetings totake placein association with the HL7 working groupswas a
meding of DICOM and there were moves afoot to integrate theDICOM sructured report
withHL7 CDA.



Atthe SO TC-215WG2 meeting Ed Hammond for the US presented three ANS
standards from HL7, namdy v2.4,HL7 RIM, andthe V3 Framework to |SO for
condderation as internationd standards. From the discussion the only impediment for
adoption wasthat some of the menber countrieshad eements of the Standardsthat they
woud not want to have asaflow-on maendatory sandard eg Japanwith there Enterprise
Information M odd whichis different to theHL7 RIM . Of the Sandards discussed V2.4
is the most likely toget up.

Outside of the forma meeting structure anumber of useful contacts were made In
particular there were discussions around the net HL7 Australia Summit Agenda and
with peakes yiddngthefinal program. Also discussed wasthe possibility of mounting
in Austradiathe demonstraion undertakenby HL7 each year in which aound 20 vendars
come together and over one week work to ascenario to show interopeaability actualy

happening.

Evaluation of Benefits and Difficulties of Continued Participation

Beside the sheer intdl ectua power and experienceof the atendess at this meeting, whet
impressed most wasjug how international HL7 has becomeand how broad thedomain

of adivity in gandards devdlopment is now. Itseems dear to methat this group is going
to be the source of most hedth informatics standards for the foreseeablefuture.

Audrdiaismakingan important contribution in most areasand carries a degree of
predige andweight in its participaion wdl beyond our due basad on size dore.

Recommendations and Actions

In my opinion it is vita tha Australia continueto paticipate at lesst a the current levd
of adivity in thisimpartant forum, both because of its own sdlf-interest as adevdoper,
purchaser and exporter of hedth information sy stems but dso inits roleas a good world
citizen in contributing to work théa the best brains in theworld reckonis goingto lead to
improved hedlth outcomes

Wha isdsoclear isthat for Audrdiato gain themost benefit thereis aneed toimprove
theknowledge and awaeness especidly inthe aress of modelling and vocabulary. This

should be pursued through HL7 Audraiain its summit and education program but aso in
terms of national manpowe development and resourcing

It would bein Austraia s interestto support the adgption of theHL7 standardsthat have
been offered to1S0O asit gppears to be aligned with our own developing policies.

Audrdiashould jan the USin embracingSNOMED. SNOM ED and LOINC need to be

harnonised. The Austradian work on pathology request and repart codes needsto be
incorporated.

Micheel Legg, 15-Feb-2003



