Report from the Australian De egation to the HL7 Working Meeting
Cleweland Ohio, April 27 —May 2, 2003

401 registrants including, 70 International (12 Australia+1 NZ) attended 31 Technical
Committeesand Special Interest Groups and 17 ather meetings. The program and
desaiptions of thepurposeof each group togethea with the agendas canbe found at

http:/Avww.hl7.orgeventsiclev e and042003/index. asp

Vergon 2.5findly gppearsto have passal balot including resolution of the Australian
maor negatives for pharmecy . All Austrdian input tothis version has been included.

Verson 3 hallot resolution continues, with another 3 ballot cy cles expedted. A number of
trid implementations areinprog ess inthe UK, The Neherlands, Japan, etc

Audrdiapaticipaed actively in both balots and was one of themgor baloters of V3, to
ensure that the design concepts and technical detal is conpatible with Austraian
requrements.

Thegroup of HL7 Affiliates has been further enhanced with the re-affirmation of New
Zedand and Turkey as Affiliates and theadmission of Mexico & anew Affiliae.

Voabulary:

HL7vocabuary T C has recommended thet thereshould be vocabulary domain standards
in eech red m/oontext (eg. UK, USA Veterinay) which gpply across hedth domains eg.

the same drug identifiers used in GP, Community, Speciaist and Hospitd domains. From
aHL7 pergectivethis affects theprocess of vaidation or conformanceto HL7 standards.
Thiswill requireconsiderationfor action in Austrdiain rel aion to exsting V2.x
standards.

HL7is progessingwith astructured approach to downloading HL7 maintained and
regigered vocabul aries. A centra termindogy saviceisbeingdevelopeal bothas a
physica repository (based on LDAP server model) and acommon API specification.

TheUS Governmert (in addition to other hedth sandards development processes) has
established a cross Departmenta process called Consolidated Hedth Informatics (CHI)
linking primarily Hedth, Defence and Veterans Affars. Thisset dandardsdirections for
Government agencies and will act as an influenceon industry and oppartunity for
Governmert leadership without recourseto regulation. Sandards haveaready been
reessed for messaging (HL7v2 and v3 to be fagttracked). It should benotedthat al the
magor US Government agancies are activeparticipants inseverd HL7 sandards aress.

Thenegotiaions regarding anational U SSNOMED-CT licence have concludedand are
being processed.

M edi cation:



Audrdian recommendations for revisionsto Verson 2.5 were accepted with thanks.
Contacts with offidas fromthe Centres for Disesse Cortrol indcate areadiness to
accept new immunisation codes.

Audrdian contributions tothebalat (new story boards and interaction dagrams) did not
oet published and ae beingused as the basis for development far the next balat.

Work is progressing in UK and Netherlands on V3 implenentation in medication related
aress.

Referral:

Afte working through story boards and activity diagrams the Patient Care TCwas ddeto
secure the change of mood code from order to request asrequired for Ref erra has been

accepted.

Further work has been done on the Story boards, domain UM L Class moddl, and Activity
diagams asstartedwithinIT 14/6/6. TheRM IM has been developed to support Shared
Careand Rd errd and the Petient Care TCwill include these in the coming bdlot after
further work by members over thenext 6 weeks. The Audrdasian teamalso undertook
refinement and further development of the story boards, ectivity diagram, and RM IM .
Thiswill becontinued within 1T 14/6/6 inthe next few weeks.

IT14-6-6 working goup met twicein the evenings, joined by anumber of international
delegates, tofurthe develgp the domain model R-M IM and resolve recently discovered
outgandingproblems with V2 Referra message.

TheSructured Doauments T C has reviewed our proposds for enhancements tothe CDA
Release 2 specificaion necessary to support Refera. Again further dscussion of some
of theseitems on thelist sever has been requested and will start next week. The TC
warts our work induded inthe comingballot sothat Referral can be represented in CDA
as wdll as V3 messagng

UK and Finland have joined the Austraasian effort on Referral, Finland for CDA and
UK for boththis and V3 messaging

Clinical Decision Support:

Clinicd Decision Support has, & this meding, engaged the HDF methadology , whichwe
havebeen recommending & dl therecent meetings. Thisis an important step to resolve
the impasse betwean competing gudeineapproaches ad difficuties inthe ove dl
direction of HL7 Decision Suppott. It dsoprovides amechanismfor Austraasian
requirements to beaccommodated. Austrdasian members will work on gpplicaion of the
HDF methodology particuarly therequirementsand activity diagram.

Wehave begun exploratory discussion with TC members from the USand UK regarding
the ddivery of Guideline and Decision Support conference sessions at the coming HL7
medingin Austrdasia

“Orders’:



Theterm used for amood code has been changed from ‘order’ to‘request’ after 2 years
lobbying This wasapproved by the V3 Facilitators Round T able meeting.

Various V3Issues

Subgantiad progress has been achieved on issues raised by Audraian attendees. Some of
thex=include simplifying the V3 Dy namic model, upgradng thedescriptive content of
the V3 components, improving thenavi gation and presentation of the ballot maerid. As
some of these improvements require changes tothe tooling, they may nat be evident in
the next V3 ballot ¢ycle.

S gnificant work has been done in Patient Care Technicd Committee to develgp ballot
content for aPatient Care domainin the next ballot rel esse. This will include amessage
forarderral and adischarge summary. S gniificant amount of thiswork has beenand
will continue to bedone by the Augradian and Newv Zedland contingent outsideof this
meding.

TheAudrdian RIM balot resporses were reviewed and af ew issues where accepted
with modification whilst the others (the more significant issues) were found as“ Nat
Persuasive’ for thisversion of theRIM . It was acknowledged thet they wereissues but
woud be ddferred to alae version of theRIM . This was accepted as long astherewas a

proacess in place, which would allow the RIM to evolve and be improved. Thisitem was
disaussed laer in the week and gudeineswere documernted to indicating what can be

changed without re-balatingthe RIM and othesthat would require them to beapproved
viathe balating process.

A few out of committee meetingswere hdd to provide amapping of OpenEHR
archetypesto V3 RIM gructures,which evolved towardsa preliminary proposd. A
series of RMIM extracts were developed to havea one to onemapping from the
OpenEHR List_s, Sngle S Tree S Table S and History strudures. These can be used
as apatternto represent aninstance of an Archetype such as an Full Blood Count. These
structures ae vaid constraned maodels of a Genaic ArchetypeRMIM extract that may
be proposed as an dternative Obsavation message representation whenthe required
lobbying caried out. An outcomeof thismay beaArchetype GV ET .

Sunday aftanoon and evening induded atools training session, which took arcom ful
of people from thewritingof storyboards, drawing RM IM diagram, crestingHMD's and
genagating XM L Sthemds. T his should improvethe number of peoplewho have the
capability toproducethe V3 artefacts including agroup of Austraians.

ThisWorking M eginghas been even busi er than evey before, as the V3 work moves
towards conpletion. Whilethere ae certanly madellingand methodology issues withthe
current V3 bdllot, it is gpproachingi mplementability . The infragructurehas taken legps
and boundstowads aworkablestandard:

* XML Datatypesare expected topass Normative ballot
* Abstract Data Types areexpectald to pass Informative bdlot
* severa issues with the schemas have been resolved



* anumber of issues with the tools have been identified and will befixed beforethe
next bal lot

Dick's comments about thedy namic modd werelistenedto at MnM and we should
expect to seeimprovements in thenext bdlot, though it is not clear how quickly these
changes canhappen

Education:

TheEducation committee (aBoad gppainted committeg) now has two disting roles;
progammingfor meetingsand broader education activities. Austrdia has influenced the
committeeto put on the agenda the development of curriculum guidelines, tutaria qudity
assurance, and collabor ative education ddlivery. Therewas aso acommitment to the
preparation of abasc text and upgadingthe HL7 websiteto indudelinks to dl availade
resources and publications The subject of avail bility of all education meterias was
disaussad (including meking fredly available HL7 Tuorid meterialsto al Affiliates
athough this depends on existingcopy right restrictions).



