Health Level 7 Working Meeting Report
Memphis, September 7 — 12, 2003

Klaus Veil

Introduction

Thisis argort of my involvement in the HL7 Working Group M eeting held in M emphis, USA, Sep-
tember 7 — 12, 2003.

My travel and accommodaion expenses were sipported by HL7 Audrdia, under an arangement with
the Commonwedth Department of Hedth and Ageing. As Char of the Audrdian HL7 Affiliate, my
meding fees werewaived. My consultant compay cortributed the timeinvolved.

| have been atending HL7 Working M eetings since 1997.

Thisreoort isintended tofulfil the requirements of thetravel gant guidelines of HL7 Austrdiato re-
port on the meeting and disseminating information to HL7 Austraia and the gpprriate Sandards
Audrdiaworking goups.

Aninterimreport was digributedto theHL7 Audrdialist and 1T 14-06-xx lists on 10 September 2003.
Thisfina report will be presentedto meetings of HL7 Austraiaand I T 14-06-03.

Scope of Participation

>480 registrants includingover 90 Internaiond atended. The program and descriptions of each group
together with the agendas can be found at www.HL 7.org/ev ents/menp his092003/index.asp.

Reflecting the activity in HL7 messagngin Audrdial paticipated in thefol lowing HL7.org Commit-
tees Technica Committees and Special Interest Groups:

¢ Intenationd Committee (as Co-chair)

Technica SeeringCommittee (asPA Co-chair)

HL7.orgBoard (asInt. Representaive)

Patient Administraion TC (as Co-chair)

Publications Committee (as Co-chair)

Control/Query TC
Process Improvement Conmittee

Outcomesof Meeting
HL7 V25
V2.5isinthe process of bang published and is expectedto be availablein September/October.



HL7 V2.6

Thenext V2 xrdesse is progressngwell with some Austraian inclusion to epand tebles and i mprov-
ing consistency of implementaionsinAudrdia It isexpected to beclosed off in 2004.

Verdon 3

Baloting and ballat resolution continues, with & least another 3 balot ¢ycles expected. A number of
trid implementations arein progress in the UK, The Netherlands, Jgpan, etc. Austrdia continues tobe
one of the mgjor balloters of V3, to ensure that the desgn concepts and technica detail is compatible
with Audraian requirements.

Internationd Committee

Thegroup of HL7 Affiliates has been further increased with enhanced with thelreland and Spain being
admitted as new Affiliates An goplication from Poland is expected soon and momentum in Franceto
establish an Affiliateis growing.

TheHL7.org Board has albroader internationa rgoresentation with now three non-US members:

Intanationd Affiliaes representative: Ka Heitmann - HL7 Germany (KV served the max. 2 terms)
Full board members: Jane Curry - HL7 Canada; Klaus Veil - HL7 Austraia

The Internaionad Committee met on Sunday from 9:00 to 5:00 with over 60 atendees. The man
agendaitens worked on were:
e ISOTC215report (Woody Beder)
e \erson 3 progressreport (Woody Beder)
¢ Reports from Internationa Liaisons to various technical committees and SGSwe ereceived.
e Intenationd Liaisons are:
- Robert Stegvee (HL7 TheNetherands) - Process Inprovement Committee
- Peter M aclsaac (HL7 Audrdia) - Vocabulary Technica Committee
e Reports from the Internationa Affiliates were aso received.
e A reorgaisation of thelnternationad committee with 5 future co-chairs was dso agreed.
e For thefirg time it was ageed to hold an Int. Committee Chairs lunch on theThursday to progress
issues that surfaced duringthe Working M eeting.

Technical Steering Committee Meeting

The Technical Searing Committee consigs of dl TC and S G co-chairs; it met on Monday night from
5:30 onwards.
Themain issues handled were:

TheT SC goproved acommittee bdlot of 2.6 follovingthe M ay 2004 WorkingGroup Meeting
“Patient Safety” Specid Interest Group - goproved.

“PaddiaricData Sandards’ Specid Interest Group - goproved.

Dedsion Making Procedures (DM P) document: work completed by PIC and distributed for TCs and
S Gsto gpprove and adopt.

HL7.org Boar d Meeting
| attended the HL7.org Board mediing on Tuesday evening 5:30pm to 11:000m(!)

Themain issues handled were:

e TheHIM SSintergperability Denno, coll éoration between HL7 and IHE ("Integrating the Hedth-
careEnterprise") isprogressing well.



A V3 Implementation Committee was congituted.

Theformation of anHL7 Advisory Committee was goproved.

TheBoard decided to make the V3 vocawlary tables fredy accessible.

Irdland was gpproved as anHL7 Affiliate

There-orgaisation of thelnternationad Committee with 5 co-chairs was gproved.

The HL7.0org Board business is expanding beyond wha can be handled in an evening meeting. It
wastherefare resolved that Board meetings in future should commence at 3:30pm.

Patient Administration Technicd Committee

e | dAso dhared the sesson to review and indude newv content into V2.6. All nenv proposas were
proaessed; V2.6 includes anumber of Austrdian initiatives, including Discha ge/Referral message
enhancemerts and additiond tablevaues

e Themgority of thework wason V3; while progressis being made there ae still substartia gapsin
the useability of the V3 patient administration. This requires upgrading the descriptive content of

the V3 components as wdl as improving the navigation and presentation of the sandards docu-
merts.

Publications Committee

| co-chaired the V2.x publication session. While there are no mgor new outcomesto repart, a smooth
publication processis vita to the successful distribution and usegbility of the V2.x standard.

Process Impr ovement Committee

ThisBoard-gppanted committee focuses on the processes within theHL7 WorkingGroup. | found the
ddliberations interesting and relevant to the management of the technical standards development and
consensus processes in Audrdia With theincreasng usage of phone conf erences and shorter decision
cycles to undertake standards wark, therelevance of traditional meeting protocols ("Robert's Rules')
arediminishing and are being augmented with appropriate procedures

A mgor wak itemin progess isthe cregion of forma Decision-M aking Procedures for each Techni-
cd Committee (TC) and Jecid Interet Group (S G). These will be the default for all committee
meetings, unless specific TCs and S Gsdecideto adopt dternate procedures.

Other Adivities

Evauation of Benefitsand Difficulties of Continued Participation

While attendance & the HL7 Working Meetings requires hard work and long hours, there can be no
doult tha is one of the most productive activities of the Audrdian HL7 standards effort. The focus
andtheresutingprogressthat is aeated at an HL7 Working M eeting are diffiault to over-estimete. In
my view the quality of theexpertsand thelevel of motivation at the meeting isoutstanding and without
pardld. Dueto the high leve o international awareness and the breadth of standards development
domains, many problems tha initidly appear to be Austrdia-spedfic aresolved quite quickly with the
help of colleagues from other countries. There can be no doubt that HL7 is leading inthe develogpment
and ddivery of hedth informetics standardsworldwide.

Audrdia has again incressed its substartid influence in HL7.org, which dlows us to effect changes
that are important to Austraian users and gakeholders. Thisinfluenceis a direct result of our contin-

ued and committed participaion inthe development of the HL7 sandards.



Recommendations and Actions

e Theparticipation of a subgantial and competent team of Austrdian exerts results in our influence
on the HL7 Standards work. As the HL7 standards development mode is based on participation,
rather than represatation, this is the only way to influence and adapt the HL7 Sandards to the
needs of Australian HL7 users and stakeholders. As repesatedly reported in previous Trip Reports,
othe countries such as The Nethalands, Ger many, etc ae sendng more than 10 delegates, with the
United Kingdom now regularly sending ~25 ddegated To continue our influence it is recom-
mended tha this level of Audrdia expert participaion is maintained for the duration of the current
hedlth informatics agendas

| wauld liketo thank the Commonwealth Depar tment of Health and Ageéng and HL7 Australiafor part-
fundng my attendance at the M enphis HL7 Working Mesting.

Presentations and meeting minutes given can be found at wwwHL 7.arg and wwwHL 7.arg.au.



