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Introduction
Thisis areport of my involvement inthe HL7 Working Group M eeting heldin San
Diegp, Cdifornia, January 18- 23, 2004.

My travel and accommodation expensesweresupported by HL7 Awstrdia as the

nominee of SA-IT-14-6-5, under an arangement withthe Augralian Department of
Hedth and Ageing Qudity Use of Pathology Program (QUPP). Michael Leggand

Associateshoweve, was theprindpa gonsor of thistrip coveringthe10 day s time
invaved.

Thisis thethird HL7 Working Group M edingtha | haveattended.

Thisreport is intended to fulfil therequrements of thetravel grant guidelines of HL7
Audrdiatoreport onthe meeting within 6 weeks of return includingtransferring
informationto the gopropriate Sandards Augrdiaworking groups.

Thisfina report will be presentedto medtings of HL7 AustrdiaM arch 2004, to
SA-IT-14-6 and SA-I1T-14-6-5a their next meetings and to QUPC February 25, 2004.

Scope of Participation
500 registrantsincluding, 90 Intenational from27 Affiliates (9 attendees fromAudrdia
and 1 fromNZ) attended 31 Technicd Committess and $eciad Interest Groupsand 17

otha meetings. Theprogran and descriptions of thepurpose of each group together with
the agendas can befound & http://www.hl7.orgeventsisandiegp012004/index asp

Reflectingthe activity in pathology informetics in Austradial participaed inthe
following HL7 Tedhnicad Committees (TC) and Specid Interest Groups (S G):
Laboratory Automaed and Point-of-Care Testing (LAPOCT) SG
Orders and Observations (OO) TC
Patient CareTC
Community HedthS G
Vocbulary TC
Intenationd Mtg



Outcomes of Meeting

International Mesting—Theinternaionaisation of HL7 continues. 70 atendees from
14 countriesand 12 Affilides attended the Sunday meeting. Irel and and Poland have
become new &ffiliaes with Franceabout to join.

Ka Heitman fromGermany takes over from Klaus Vel as Charman baesed on his
gppointment astheHL7 Director representinglnternationa Affiliatesfollowingthe
retirement of Austrdia s KlausVell. Thaewas arestruauringdof the iommittee with
ag eement on gppantingaco-char. Klaus Vel hastakentherdein theinterim

Aninternaiona V3early adopters group is beingestablished. Future medings are: 5"
Intenationd Affiliates M edingto be held in Cancun (M ex co) or Vancower (Canada).
Theaewill beafull working group meetingin Amgterdam, M ay 2005.

An XM L repository is being established for CEN and HL7 concepts. T he repository is
to be used in the hamonisaion of GPICsand CMETs. Profiles gving a sy nopsis for
each affili ate areto be madeavailable at theHL7.argwebste with links to homesites
wheaethey exist.

Laboratory Automation and Point of Care Testing SIG (A 3G repatingtoOO TC) —
Consideration of therole of the SG in relation to thenev Lab S G; It was agreed that the
3G should continueat least until current work with IEEEis finished. Itsroleisto
maintain Chapter 13 of v2x and rdevant e ements of Chapter 7 andto modd to V3only.

Theaeis nopushtouseV3in labaratory automation or POCT anywherein the world
currently.

ASTM 13% is ill widdly in use for andyser interfacing and there isno expectation that
it will stap beingused. This Sandard isnow maintained by NCCLS. Itis dueto be
updated but tha has not started.

|EEE 1073 def ines standards for continuously connected deviceswith strongred time
requrements (eg ECG in intensivecare).

HL7 messages are used where data has to be sent to arepository or whaetestingis done
spasnodicdly. Thereis ativity reatingto telemedicine(includng a home) and
implantabledevi ces

ThelSO Medicd Informatics Committeehas taken a co-ordination role.

Orders and Observations TC — Review of Lab S G Chater and committee rules. V2.6
ballat responses (epecidly Austrdian ones) were disposed of.

AnAugradasian propcsd (David Rowed and Sephen Chu) around changes to OO
segments reguired for a V2 Referrd M esssgewas made. Onthe basis, that this is/will be



aregulatory requirament in Austrdiait was agread that a proposa be madethat describes
the additiond fields be added to ORC and OBX segmentsand anew segment to be
defined for the act-rel ationship required in aref errd message There is the potentia
that such amodified message could work both for HealthComect but also for
notification to al regstries (esped dly notifiabl e diseases).

A nev S Gfor Labhas been created for workingon V3 messages. Inteim CharsaeUS
and Canada OO will cortinue to manage V2 maintenance.

New agendaitemsinclude:

® |mplantabledevices — In particula ICD (Implantable Cardiac Devices).

“Progammer” communicaes to monitor (patient and device diagnosticseg
battery & leads) and set the ICD (device therapy). Physicians want thisas

part of their EHR environment. Both message and termindogy isrequired for
messages beéween “ progranmer” and EHR

® Blood product and adverseeventsrelatedto the supply of these
® Imagng - Reports

® A process for harmonisation of Choice boxin RM IM s beween Paient Cae,
CDA and OO for V3.

Patient Care TC —Followinga presentation of the Augralian work on theReferrd
M essage to OO andtheir suggestion that a new segment be def ined, David Rowed

proposed adraft. It was ageed that the necessary changes to Chepters 11 and 12 be
drafted by David and the Chair of Community Hedlth for votingon by the committee at
SanAntonio. David wasalso proposed as aco-Chdr. Thaewas an agreament to teke
on new Public Hedth S G that would take onthe biosurveillance rd e should it form

Community Hedth —-M ax Wake (VidoriaDHS) was deded as a-chair. Thescope
of committee hasbeen dtered to beter fit the Austraian circumstance and gves support
for thework on the A ustrdian Referra message.

Birds of a Feather Sessiacn on EHR —Karen Gibson presented HealthConnect in the
context of presentationsfrom Isradl, Canadaand US on way sto cope with netiond EHR
systems.

Evaluation of Benefits and Difficulties of Continued Particip ation
My comments frommy previous reparts hold: Beside the sheer intdl ectua power and
expaience o the dtendeesat thismeeting, what impressed most wasjug how
intemationd HL7 hasbecomeand how broad thedomain of activity in sandards
devdopment is now. It seems dear to methat this group is gangto be the source of
mog hedthinformetics standards for the foreseeable future. Asthewark goeson the
Sadards ae becoming simpler and morerobust.

Audrdiaismakingan important contribution in most areasand carries a degree of
pregige andweight in its participaion wdl bey ond our due based on size alone.



Recommendations and Actions

Thereis broad support especidly anongthe Audrdiansfor theadoption of the V2
refera message asthe message used for reportingto regstries Thisis paticulady

pertinent because both Vidoriaand NSW arein the process of considering how to do e-
notification. Representatives from theAudrdian prgects (ML NSW; M axWaker,

Klaus Ve l; and Dik Hardng Qld) met and agreed in principle on away frowad. DoHA
Pathology Section may beinterested in partiapatingin this discussion and | tmay be an
agendaitemfor QUPC.

All up, themeetingwas productive and | would recommend thecontinung participation
of representatives from Pathology in the HL7 Working Group M egtings.

M ichael Legg, 26-Jan-2004



