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The 
Perspectives 
of Guideline 
Developers

Catherine Marshall
NZGG and Guidelines International Network

NZ Guidelines Group

• Promoting effective health and disability 
services based on evidence

• Set up as an incorporated society and 
charity

• Focus is on improving outcomes for 
consumers

• Research international and NZ literature 
and appraise it with multidisciuplianry
team to come up with recommendations

NZGG’s experience

• We are becoming more expert in 
presenting evidence on paper

• Electronic decision support is the next 
frontier

• Huge opportunities to enhance the 
uptake of evidence

• Involves a major re-orientation of 
thinking

Problem Identification

Suitability Screen

STEPS IN GUIDELINE DEVELOPMENT

Formation of guideline 
development team

Is development of guideline 
an appropriate solution?

Question formulation
Current data acquisition 
and literature searching

Identify evidence

Assess evidence
Determine benefits & harms

Balance sheet

Develop 
recommendations and 

algorithm

Disseminate
Implement

Evaluate
Improve

Proceed with guideline 
development process

YES
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NZGG’s views

• Ther e is consider able ambiguity in the wr itten 
guideline r ecommendations – so translation to 
electr onic for mats needs to have a rigorous 
validation pr ocess ar ound it

• Guideline developer s ar e looking for  ways to 
pr oduce evidence and guidelines faster , 
smar ter and at less cost

• Gr eater r eliance on shar ing evidence between 
countr ies and shar ed updating of guidelines

• Decisions on a mar kup for mat need to take 
account of inter national initiatives
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Permission 
to a dapt

Look at 
the 
sources

What are the 
cultural and 
cons umer 
issues

Appraise the  
gui delines

Find the 
gui delines

Look at the 
gaps

Dev elop
Recomme nda tions
using CJ F

Anal yse the 
content

NZGG’s Adaptation
Process G-I-N’s  EDS Project

• Virtual group starting up with 
internatioanl represenatives

• Want to engage in discussions with 
HL7 and software developers, vendors 
and informatics experts

• Have a role in training and sharing 
information

G-I-N’s perspectives

Promote collaboration between:
• guideline developers, 
• developers of electronic decision 

support and authoring tools and
• end users – healthcare practitioners 

and consumer

HL7 and Guideline Developers

• Standards are needed 
• Need to ensure that the evidence is 

correctly interpreted
• Future-proof the guideline process and 

have  the capacity to update guidelines 
throughout the world is built into any 
system that is developed


